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Child Rights and Participation

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
is integral to our work.This Convention contains
a comprehensive, universal set of rights for
children, endorsed by virtually all governments.
Child participation is a vital dimension of our
programs.This year we completed an extensive
review of Save the Children's work on child
participation as part of an Alliance-wide team.

Exploitation and Abuse

We work to eradicate child exploitation and
abuse, including the worst forms of child labour,
sexual exploitation, violence and trafficking.
We do this through education programs that
introduce new awareness of a child's right to 
be protected from abuse, and through funding 
of child rights' advocates whose work is
integrated into all of our projects.

HIV/AIDS

As the AIDS pandemic spreads across all continents
we work aggressively to secure more funding to
address the tremendous needs of children - orphans,
heads of households, infected and affected - millions
of children whose lives have been torn apart by this
disease.We now have projects in Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Nicaragua, Bolivia, and India that
demonstrate our effectiveness and expertise.We
undertake child-led awareness training, counseling,
treatment and support.

Conflict and Disaster

Hurricanes, earthquakes and droughts
have impacted children's lives on a
massive scale this year. Armed conflict 
is prevalent in many of the countries
where we work. Save the Children
Canada is increasing its commitment 
to emergency relief programs in areas 
of conflict and disaster around the world
to ensure children receive protection.
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Education

Our education programs have grown tremendously;
highlights include addressing education for indigenous
children in remote parts of Bolivia, expanding our parent-
and-young-child support groups in Canada, setting up
temporary school structures in earthquake-devastated
Pakistan, and building 97 community centres designed 
by children after the tsunami in India. Our work makes
substantial inroads into delivering education to thousands
of children who would otherwise be left behind.

Since 1921,

Save the Children Canada

has provided innovative

development assistance and

emergency relief for children

and their families.We have

developed programs to

ensure that children's basic

and fundamental rights are

upheld, and we have made

significant strides in

addressing the structural 

and systemic issues that

threaten children's rights 

in the first place.
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For the world's children, 2005 was
another challenging year. Even as we
recognise how much more needs to be
done, I am proud of the accomplishments
of Save the Children Canada on behalf of
those in need this year. Through the
diligence and professionalism of our staff
and the generosity of our donors, we
have made a difference in the lives of
many children.

Over the course of the year, we have
focused on the basics of solid business
management to continue to develop the
organization. Each year we are better
positioned to effectively pursue our goals
in the five key areas in which we work. In
particular, our efforts have been spent on
quickly identifying and acting on the
strengths and weaknesses of our five-year
management plan, on strengthening our
participation within the International Save
the Children Alliance, and on bringing
focus and clarity to our governance.

We continue to receive significant
funding from the Canadian government,
including the renewal of our Canadian
Partnership Branch five-year funding

grant, and I am optimistic that we will
continue to earn their respect and
support with many new program
initiatives in 2006. We value their
partnership and their dedication.

At the end of our fiscal year, we
announced the departure of our CEO
Rita Karakas. On behalf of the board,
I want to thank Rita for the remarkable
transformation of Save the Children
Canada over her three-year tenure.
With excellence in programming still its
hallmark, and with a revised, cohesive
strategy, Save the Children Canada is
poised to become more effective in
protecting and promoting the interests 
of children.

We enter 2006 with confidence and
enthusiasm.We look forward to new
perspective and energy from our new
Chief Executive Officer, David Morley.
Our board is active and deeply committed
to our mission. Now in our 85th year, we
possess the expertise and resources to
make substantial progress toward our
goals and deliver on our vision.

I want to thank my colleagues on the
Board of Directors for their support.
I want to thank our donors and our
funding agencies for their confidence.
I especially want to express the board's
gratitude and admiration to the women
and men of Save the Children and its
partners around the world who work
tirelessly and insightfully on behalf of the
world's children.

Sincerely,

Bill Chambers
President of the Board of Directors

“Through the diligence and professionalism of our
staff and the generosity of our donors, we have
made a difference in the lives of many children.”
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Save the Children Canada has worked
diligently to turn ideas into programs, and
dreams into reality for so many children.

In communities around the Indian Ocean,
post-tsunami children are returning to
school and families are able to establish
new businesses with our livelihoods
programming support. In Pakistan, after
the October earthquake, we were able
to provide temporary shelter and child
protection services in a huge coordinated
effort, just 10 months after the tsunami
brought us all together on a massive
scale of emergency response as an
Alliance. Now into our second of a
three-year ambitious program to fight
HIV/AIDS in Africa, we are able to see
orphans and adults living with hope
where before there was none. In Kenya,
we are delivering food and water to
thousands who are facing drought and
starvation.

We have been able to achieve a tremen-
dous amount on behalf of children.We
continue to help the neediest children
who have been silenced by poverty,
disease and conflict.We have developed
programs to ensure that children's basic
and fundamental rights are upheld, and
we have made significant strides in
addressing the structural and systemic
issues that threaten children's rights in
the first place.

With the assistance of our donors,
partners, inspired volunteers, and staff,
we have overcome the challenges that
one must face every day in performing a
duty to humanity. I feel confident that this
organization is in a solid financial position
and that much can be achieved. I am
grateful for the part that each of you
played in building a productive

environment that strengthens the fight for
children's rights in everything that we do.

Thank you for your sustained support
and encouragement.

Rita S. Karakas
Chief Executive Officer
June 2006

“I am grateful for the part that each of you played in
building a productive environment that strengthens the
fight for children's rights in everything that we do.”
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a Nicaragua: Two field workers for Save the Children use PDAs
(personal digital assistants) to register many people without birth
documents.Without the proper documentation people are denied
basic health care and education.

In Nicaragua 36 per cent of children are not legally registered due to administrative, legal
and cultural reasons. Distance, cost and low levels of education also impede many parents
from being able to register their children.This practice is particularly prevalent in rural
communities where access to municipal offices is limited. As a result, thousands of children
do not have the basic legal documents that recognize them as citizens of Nicaragua.
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01 NICARAGUA
Nicaragua is a country struggling to overcome
inequity and poverty, which affect children and
women most severely. It is the third poorest
country in the Americas, with a per capita
gross national product of just $453. Poverty
affects almost half the population, with one-
third of the poor living in extreme poverty,
mainly in the Central and Atlantic regions.
One of every three children has some degree
of chronic malnutrition and nine per cent
suffer from severe malnutrition.The maternal
mortality rate (MMR) of 150 per 100,000 live
births is unacceptably high.The quality and
relevance of education are significant problems.
It takes an average of 10.3 years to complete
the mandatory six years of schooling, and only
29 per cent of children complete primary
schooling. Only five per cent of disabled
children receive appropriate support.

This year, Save the Children Canada began a
major three-year birth registration campaign 
of children and adolescents under 15 which
has contributed to the recognition of their
personal, cultural and national identity and
better enabled them to exercise their rights.
Our efforts have focused on the Atlantic
Coast of Nicaragua, a region of the country
which is highly inaccessible and extremely
poor. 21,000 children have been registered to
receive their first-ever birth certificate.The
total number of children in the Northern
Atlantic Autonomous Region who can now
exercise their citizenship and stand up for their
right to health, education, and protection from
abuse is now more than 100,000 (or 40% of
all children in the region).

Save the Children Canada continues to work
to put an end to sexual exploitation. It has
introduced a program to prevent violence and
address sexual exploitation in the North
Atlantic coastal city of Bluefields.We worked
in 11 schools to disseminate information and
set up safe spaces to discuss issues of sexual
abuse, violence, and sexual exploitation.We
have promoted the improved coordination
among institutions working on the needs of
children and youth victims of abuse and sexual
exploitation.We ran a media campaign to
prevent abuse, violence and sexual exploitation
of children and adolescents, organized a

network in three neighbourhoods of the city,
and published a series of educational materials
geared at young people and developed in part-
nership with teachers as tools for discussing and
preventing violence and abuse. More than 4,500
children, 1,500 youth and 767 adults have been
directly impacted by our program.
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Maritza* lives in the municipality of
Somotillo in northern Nicaragua.
When she was 11 years old, she
stopped attending school and began
helping her mother sell juice on the
street.A friend named Nora* offered
her a good job as a domestic worker
with a salary of $100 a month. She
had to move to nearby El Salvador
for the job, and so she decided not
to tell her mother and left with her
friend, full of illusions of what her
new job would hold for her.They
were given a ride and crossed the
border illegally without any docu-
mentation through what are known
as "blind spots".

The day that they arrived in El
Salvador, Maritza was sold into a
brothel. She was sexually abused by
many men, mistreated and humiliated.
Eventually she managed to escape
the brothel but the Salvadoran
authorities detained her for working
illegally.With the help of her family,
she was able to return home. Maritza
tells us,“The saddest thing in life is
to be sold into prostitution. I thank
God that my mother was able to
rescue me, and that now I am with
my family."

Maritza was a victim of human
trafficking for sexual exploitation,
something that will leave an indelible
mark upon her life.When she learned
of Save the Children Canada's project
for children and adolescent victims
of trafficking, she offered her testi-
mony and collaboration as a promoter
in her school. She is helping to ensure
that other Nicaraguan children and
adolescents will not suffer as she did.

* not her real name

Maritza*  
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Education and Domestic Runaways in Haiti   

Street kids live day-to-day. Once these lifestyles are
cemented, it is is tough to intervene and to suggest 
a feasible, trustworthy way of living. Many of the
estimated 300,000 domestic workers in Haiti have
been entrusted to a host family by their parents who
are unable to provide them with the necessities of
life.They work in exchange for housing and food.
Without means to contact their family, they are often

left to the mercy of cruel employers. Unwilling to
suffer abuse at work or to return to their poor
families, many of these children choose to live on 
the streets.

One man who wants to end this vicious cycle is
Joseph Simon, the founder of TIMKATEC, Save the
Children Canada's partner organization for the past

five years. Save the Children Canada financially
supports TIMKATEC and its staff of social workers,
educators, and care givers as they provide former
street children with a new home and new hope for
an improved life. Bridge education programs are
offered to prepare street children for enrolment in
the public school system.

A group of school girls walk through the streets of Carrefour Feuilles,
an impoverished suburb of Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
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02 HAITI
Despite Haiti's unstable political climate, Save the
Children Canada has succeeded in delivering essential
and effective services to the country's impoverished
children.Together with the Haitian Coalition for the
Defence of the Child's Rights (COHADDE) and
Jeunesse & Action, Haitian children are being taught
conflict resolution, gender equality, protection from 
HIV and about children's rights. In addition, Save the
Children Canada, the Red Cross and a network of 21
children's rights clubs trained youth and communities
on how to prepare for natural disasters such as
hurricanes. In collaboration with MENJS (Ministry of
National Education,Youth and Sports), Save the
Children Canada constructed three child-friendly
schools in remote areas to replace buildings ruined by
flooding.This ensured school access for 1,715 children.
This CIDA-financed emergency project was enabled
through the Centre de Gestion de Fonds Locale.

Save the Children Canada has also been instrumental 
in trying to reduce the growing numbers of child
domestic workers (or "restavek") in Haiti who are often
exploited, frequently abused and made to work long
hours. Many don't receive adequate food and are made
to sleep on the floor.Those that run away from the
abuse of their host family, often end up living on the
streets.There are an estimated 300,000 child domestic
workers in Haiti.There are about 2,000 street children.
Save the Children Canada has helped in the fight
against the worst forms of child labour by providing
immediate support to children rescued from the
streets, through government lobbying efforts, and by
increasing access to school for rural children. Save the
Children Canada assists other urban partners -
TIMKATEC, CAD, ASPE - to deliver bridge education 
to unschooled street children in order to prepare them
for enrolment in the public school system.This has
enabled 166 street children - some of them living in
shelters - to learn to read and write.

Save the Children Canada has worked diligently to
ensure that Haiti's 3.9 million children know their rights.
Our support has led to the formation of FETJABEN, a
federation of seven associations of street children.This
federation will broaden the ability of marginalized
children to participate in their own lives and future.This
initiative is lead by CAFA, a centre that offers street
girls' skills training, health education and other non-
formal education options. Save the Children Canada's
partner L'Ecole de Musique focuses on the fight against
discrimination and has successfully reduced the effects
on more than 750 children in Jacmel by completely
integrating them into their after-school music program.
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The Odawa Native Friendship
Centre in Ottawa has been
supporting a successful PEPS
supper club program for four
years which is well attended by
both returning and new families.
PEPS at Odawa works alongside
their Healthy Babies and PAT
(Parents as Teachers) programs.
The Family Hand Drum Circle 
has been a main component of 
the PEPS activities at Odawa and
builds in cultural learning and
sharing within the group.

Joe entered the program as a
single Metis father looking for
educational and parental support
for himself and his young daughter.
He took part in The Family Hand
Drum Circle night, which allows
his daughter to learn traditional
culture.Their involvement has
increased his interest in
participating in cultural activities
within the Aboriginal community
and with other families. He is also
providing his daughter with
opportunities to learn female
teachings that she has not been
exposed to before. Joe is feeling
confident as a single parent and is
feeling less isolated. He now
participates in a Saturday
playgroup and has been trained 
by St. John's Ambulance for basic
First Aid Training for Infants and
Children.

Joe03 CANADA
Save the Children Canada continues to encourage the expansion of
the Program for Early Parent Support (PEPS), in partnership with
nine local agencies across Ontario. In partnership with The Canadian
Association of Family Resource Programs, we have worked with
parents and community service providers to develop PEPS com-
munity networks in Ottawa,Toronto and Thunder Bay. Save the
Children Canada's strategy for addressing child abuse and neglect in
the early years of a child's life in Canada, is PEPS.These networks
are at various stages in their programming and are excited about
using the PEPS approach to work with parents in order to identify
feelings of isolation and to discuss the challenges and highlights of
parenting. Each region has a part-time PEPS coordinator. Save the
Children Canada provides on-going support and resources by way
of materials, seed funding and facilitator training. A total of 26
community workers and parents from 19 different family support
agencies were trained this year to facilitate PEPS groups. PEPS
groups have been facilitated in new-immigrant Arabic-speaking
communities, as well as Aboriginal communities. An estimated 95
parents have participated in PEPS groups and training workshops
since the initial start of this program. Read more at 
www.savethechildren.ca/wherewework/canada/projects/PEPS.html

The UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence Against Children is
a global research document produced by consultation in order to
promote actions that will counter violence against children. It will
bring together existing research and relevant information about the
forms, causes and impact of violence which affect children and
young people (under 18-years-of-age) around the world. Professor
Paulo Pinhero, the independent expert leading the global Study, will
present ideas for action in preventing or reducing violence during
the UN General Assembly in October 2006.The North American
Consultation was one of many regional meetings held as part of the
two-year global Study. Save the Children Canada worked with a
team of youth to coordinate and facilitate the active and meaningful
participation of children at the Consultation in June 2005.With
support from Save the Children Canada, the participation of
children in the study continues throughout 2006.

Youth speak at
the Consultation
in Toronto in
June 2005
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A school in Colombia which is supported by Save the Children helps children
deal with some of the problems they face - particularly the threat of forced
recruitment into the illegal armed forces.The project uses workshops in sport,
music, acting, art and circus activities to give children a chance to enjoy
recreational activities.

Impact on Policy in South America
In an initiative to create safe environments for
children and young adults living in displaced
zones in Colombia, Save the Children Canada
completed a research study, "Making Every
Child Count" funded by the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA).
The study summarized the security risks for

children, the awareness and knowledge of
government officials about these risks, and the
reporting mechanisms in place for corrective
action to take place based on child rights and
humanitarian law. Save the Children Canada
presented its overall results with policy
recommendations to CIDA and to the

Human Security Department at Foreign
Affairs Canada.We also used these findings 
to support the International Save the
Children Alliance recommendations on
protection of children in armed conflict.
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01 COLOMBIA
Colombia has been immersed in a civil war for
more than 50 years. It is a brutal conflict between
many different armed groups who struggle for
power and control over land. About 5,000 people
are killed every year, and most of these are civilians.
Over two million people have been displaced over
the last ten years- 80% are women and children.
Forced displacement remains a serious social
problem affecting the ability of children and youth
to continue their schooling and to enjoy acceptable
living standards.

Understanding that education is a key to eradicating
poverty and other social inequities, in 2003, Save
the Children Canada, in partnership with CIDA,
provided $2.5 million to help displaced children in
Colombia obtain an education. Over three years,
the project will also teach peace building and
leadership skills to children in Bogotá,Villavicenio
and Medellin. By the end of its third year, 2,818
children will have attended school in the project
areas and we will have provided a safer and
productive non-formal learning environment for
6,000 school children.Through learning, students
have been shown that there are many life-choices
available to them other than working in the drug
trade.We have been instrumental in creating 21
locally-based organizations that serve the interests
of 1,048 children.

We funded seven local, three regional, and three
national networks in Colombia, which work to
protect the rights of children and youth.These
organizations and networks facilitate skills building,
strengthen leadership, protect children from getting
involved in illicit activities, promote children's right
to life and quality education, and involve children
and youth in policy dialogue and advocacy.

Young boys like Jorge who live in
areas affected by the violence brought
on by the drug trade, are easy prey
for rebel groups seeking new recruits.
But while some succumb to a life of
crime, others like Jorge are helped by
organizations like Pastoral Social.
A Save the Children Canada partner,
Pastoral Social is the social wing of
the Catholic Church and works with
forcibly displaced people in rural
communities in Meta, helping to build
a culture of peace through various
educational programs.The organization
teaches youth how to deal with
conflict and resist violence. It also
advocates for the right to quality
education with local authorities.

Realizing that education is a major
force in protecting children from
violence, Pastoral Social coordinates
alternative tutor-based, ministry-
approved schooling for children in
isolated indigenous and rural
communities to more than 15,000
students.

Understanding the need to create a
positive social environment, Pastoral
Social has encouraged young people
like Jorge to get involved in the newly
formed youth-led organization known
as Isimali Juvenil, which honours
indigenous traditions. Isimali Juvenil, of
which Jorge was elected coordinator,
has a permanent team of 24 boys and
girls representing approximately 350
youth from the area. Under Jorge's
leadership, Isimali Juvenil recently
organized a public forum attended 
by SAT students, adult community
members, and local government
representatives. Despite his quiet and
unassuming manner, Jorge has become
a recognized leader of a significant
youth-led endeavour to provide
alternatives to violence.
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Save the Children Canada's programs in Bolivia directly helped 
562 teachers work with mainstream and differentiated educational
materials, based on the methodology developed by RIC, a partner
organization that works with children with disabilities.

In South  America 60 percent of the children are estimated
to be living in poverty.Through decades of political instability,
internal conflicts, and natural disasters, boys and girls in this
region remain vulnerable to poverty and violence, and lack
adequate education and protection.
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02 PERU 03 BOLIVIA
The children in the Andean Highlands of Peru are
poor and rarely attend school. Low attendance
rates, repetition and dropouts are a problem that
point to poor quality education. Lack of textbooks
and teaching supplies, irrelevant curriculum, poorly
trained teachers, lack of appropriate school
infrastructure, distance to schools and corporal
punishment are some of the challenges we
address. Save the Children Canada's work is
geared towards improved access to relevant
quality education and the improvement of literacy
and skills training for marginalized children, child
workers, rural children and children with
disabilities. Specifically, we are promoting the 
rights of indigenous boys and girls in schools that
respect cultural diversity, integrating children with
disabilities into the school system, and advocating
for better rural access to basic education. In
2005, our programs directly helped 2,782 girls 
and boys, 1,209 teachers received further training,
and 2,585 parents were introduced to the need
to get involved in advocating for the right to
education for their children.

Domestic labour is very common in South
America, and it is also poorly regulated.With the
help of Taipy and Defence for Children International
in Bolivia, and CESIP and Casa Panchita in Peru,
young girls who come from rural areas to work in
cities as domestic workers have learned about
their rights, received life skills training, raised their
self-esteem, gained access to formal education
through night schools programs, and participated
in psychological counselling. Save the Children
Canada helped draft protection legislation for
domestic workers and lobbied for its approval.
Girls involved in the domestic workers program
are now receiving training on this law and the
benefits to which they are entitled. Children and
their families in the communities from where
these girls migrate are also participating in
awareness-raising and information workshops on
the benefits and challenges of working as
domestic workers.

In 2005, Bolivians saw positive changes take place.
The majority of Bolivians are low-income
subsistence farmers, miners, or small traders.
About 14 per cent survive on less than $1 US
per day. One-fifth of Bolivia's children and
adolescents must work to supplement the family
income. About 44% of children in rural areas have
access to secondary education.We are currently
running a CIDA-funded program called
Consolidating the Rights of Children in South
America. It protects and promotes the rights of
children through programs focusing on education,
prevention of child abuse, HIIV/AIDS and
advocacy work, and public education to address
these themes.The program uses local media to
lobby for reforms to legislation and regulation.

Our programs directly helped 4,924 girls and 
boys in the area of education (4,188 indigenous
children, 96 children with disabilities, and 640
working children). Over 560 teachers were
trained on the methodology developed by RIC,
a partner organization that works with children
with disabilities, and 466 families were trained and
involved in rights promotion of disabled children
and their inclusion into the school system.

N
anci,12   B

O
LIV

IA
E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
Nanci cooking in her home 

Since 2002, Nanci has
attended the PENNT
program (After School
Support for Working
Children). She is 12 years
old, thin and small for her
age and in the fourth grade.
Nanci is always smiling,
curious and likes to share
her things with her friends.

She lives with her mother,
a widow, and three brothers
in a little room without
windows in one of the
poorest districts in the city.
In the room where she and
her family live there are only
two beds (for her whole
family), a wardrobe, a little
stove, a table and a burner.
Nanci and her mother make
cloth flowers they sell in the
market.

Since Nanci has been going
to PENNT she has more
confidence in herself, is
learning and has made many
friends. She is now teaching
her teachers how to make
flowers for a mothers' day
celebration. Nanci is also
learning about values and life
skills.

PENNT supports low-
income children who work
in the informal sector (car
washers, shoe shiners, etc.)
to continue their education.
The children receive a
healthy snack and school
materials.They also work
with specialised teachers
who help them keep up in
school. Save the Children
Canada gives technical and
economic support to this
program.

For South American updates go to: www.savethechildren.ca/wherewework/southamerica
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Two Malian girls walk on the street beside the border between
Mali and Côte d’Ivoire. Save the Children works to intercept
and reintegrate boys and girls identified as victims of trafficking.

Impact on Policy in West Africa

Policy discussions and advocacy for children's
rights are at the heart of Save the Children
Canada's programmatic work and mission.
Since 2001, Save the Children Canada has
been advocating to eliminate the worst
forms of child labour in West African cocoa
production and consequently in North
American chocolate making. In 2005 we
scaled up our efforts with the chocolate
companies, inviting them to go on a joint

due diligence trip to West Africa (Côte d'Ivoire,
Mali and Ghana) where we learned about the
chocolate industries' Farmer Field School and
they learned about Save the Children Canada's
child rights programmatic and advocacy work.
Soon after returning from this joint trip, Save
the Children Canada hosted an International
Expert Forum, "Child Protection in Raw
Agricultural Commodities Trade:The Case of
Cocoa" in Toronto.The forum focused world

attention on the policy, program and research
initiatives underway to eliminate the worst forms
of child labour in cocoa production; identified
gaps in efforts taken to protect child workers; and
explored opportunities for cooperation between
stakeholder groups on this issue.Twenty-five
thought leaders from Canadian, American and
West African governments attended, along with
leaders from the chocolate industry, NGOs and
the International Labour Organization (ILO).
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01 MALI 02 BURKINA FASO
Mali is one of the poorest countries in the world,
ranking as one of the most underdeveloped nations.
A majority of the population is still lacking access
to basic services, such as primary health care and
education, and is facing the growing spread of
HIV/AIDS. Save the Children Canada supports
programmes that reduce exploitation and abuse,
promote child rights, and promote a wider
understanding of HIV/AIDS.

Save the Children Canada, through the support of
the Canadian government and Save the Children
Finland, continues its program to combat child
trafficking, based in Mali but extending to Burkina
Faso, Guinea, and Côte d'Ivoire. In response to the
complexities of this issue, the program provides
prevention and protection mechanisms for boys
and girls who may be encouraged to migrate
alone into cities where they are vulnerable.The
project also reinforces the capacities of governments
and non-governmental organizations to ensure the
protection of migrant children.

Save the Children Canada has enabled working
children, rural children and others who have
dropped out of school, to take part in non-formal
education. In Sikasso region, CIDA funding has
supported the continuation of non-formal, basic
education in 12 schools and helped open 11
schools. In Sikoroni, with funds from Save the
Children Canada and Save the Children Finland,
13 children's governments and clubs were supported
to speak out in public and advocate for better
country-wide government registration services.
Through CIDA funding, a project on birth
registration was also completed in the areas of
Niono, Finkolo and Blendio (in the Sikasso region),
whereby 3,000 persons were mobilized on the
issue.

Mali has a HIV/AIDS prevalence of 1.7%.The
epidemic has affected all levels of society, but for
girls in the 15-24 age group prevalence rates are
5-8 times higher than that of boys.With the
support of the Canadian Partnership Branch
(CIDA), Save the Children Canada conducted a
study to better understand the vulnerabilities that
children face. 128 boys and girls participated in the
study. Also with CIDA support, Save the Children
Canada has conducted a study on child labour in
the Office du Niger agricultural region that will be
used to better define our future programs on the
issue.

Burkina Faso is one of the poorest countries in the
world, where even basic services such as health care
is not available for most, and the scourge of
HIV/AIDS looms large. Since 1995, Save the
Children Canada has supported non-formal
education programs in various regions of the
country.Thousands of very young children do not
have access to schools, or must migrate to urban
centers and enter the labour force in order to
survive. Save the Children Canada's Training and
Education against Trafficking (TREAT) Project in
Burkina Faso strives to reduce the risks of the worst
forms of child labour, including child trafficking, in
four regions, ensuring the enrolment and graduation
of children at risk.The main objective is to reinforce
and develop both non-formal and formal education
capacity.The project has created new schools,
developed new curricula, and established local
awareness-raising committees to take action against
child trafficking in their own communities.

Burkina Faso has a HIV/AIDS prevalence of 2.8%.
The epidemic has affected all levels of society, but
for girls aged 15-24 prevalence rates are 5-8 times
higher than that of boys. Since 2004, through the
Canadian Coalition on HIV/AIDS and Youth in Africa
program, Save the Children Canada has been
providing resources to vulnerable communities and
teaching healthy lifestyles and HIV/AIDS prevention
to children and youth.

Violence in school settings in Burkina Faso has
spread in recent years.Throughout the province of
Comoé, where Save the Children Canada is working
to explain children's rights, 55% of students have
reported that they are the victims of violence.
Examples are corporal punishment, serious threats,
and expulsion from courses due to non-payment of
school fees. A small percentage of cases are rapes,
sexual harassment, indecent assaults, and forced
smoking of narcotics (1.5%). Students, supervisors,
teachers and managers are involved. Faced with this
situation, Save the Children Canada has helped
students to set up programs to fight violence in
their schools and to re-establish a safe and healthy
learning environment.

Our program teaches a code of conduct for
teachers and students, enforcement of school rules,
and the integration of children's rights into the
curriculum. In a recent evaluation, there was a
decrease of 46% in the number of victims and a
decrease of 65% in sexual assaults.
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Ken and his late grandmother   

Ken is a nine-year old orphan
and a beneficiary of Save the
Children Canada's Total Care
Initiative (TCI) project. His
mother passed away in 2003
leaving Ken, under the care of
his grandmother Evangeline
Kangai. At the time the
grandmother was not aware
of Ken's HIV status but he
was very small for his age and
fell ill often. In 2004 and after
being in and out of hospital
with Ken, Evangeline was
finally advised to have him
tested and the results were
positive.The grandmother
sought assistance from Save
the Children Canada and was
one of the first guardians
enrolled in the TCI project.

At age seven, Ken weighed
only 11 kgs and could have
been mistaken for a three-
year-old. He started receiving
treatment and nutritional
support. By late 2005, he had
received anti-retroviral (ARV)
therapy and weighed 18 kg.
All his clinical indicators are
now positive. Ken has shown
great improvement and has
finally returned to school. In
November 2005, Ken's
grandmother died, leaving him
under the care of his great-
grandmother. Ken receives a
monthly food basket from the
project and his nutritional
status has improved over
time. However, as an AIDS
orphan who is himself
infected, he faces immense
challenges in the future.
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Save the Children Canada is leading a significant relief effort for
drought-ravaged Kenya. A child is measured for the signs of
malnutrition at a district health clinic in Isiolo, Kenya.

East  Africa is a geographically and ethnically diverse area, and one of Africa's
most troubled regions. Natural disasters, wars and HIV/AIDS have left
millions of people struggling under extreme poverty. Save the Children
Canada works in two countries in this region: Ethiopia and Kenya.
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03 ETHIOPIA 04 KENYA
About 250,000 children and 3.5 million adults are
HIV-positive in Ethiopia (4.4%), according to a
Ministry of Health report. Since its implementation
in April 2004, the Canadian Coalition on HIV/AIDS
and Youth in Africa Program (a coordinated effort
of four Canadian organizations, namely Save the
Children Canada, CARE,World Vision and Plan), has
helped more than 120,000 Ethiopians in its efforts
to prevent the spread of this deadly disease. In the
past two years the CIDA-funded, 3-year project has
brought about major changes.With the help of
government hospitals, mobile voluntary counseling
and testing services were brought to 3,000 people
living in rural communities. People living in remote
areas (up to 35 km from major cities) were
provided with a youth centre where they could
obtain educational videos, behaviour change
materials, condoms, and attend forums on repro-
ductive health issues and HIV/AIDS. A total of
81,462 youths and 7,353 adults directly benefited
from BCC, voluntary counselling and testing 
(VCT) and other services.

Orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) received
financial and psychosocial support, school uniforms,
stationery, clothing, shoes and a monthly financial
subsidy.They thereby were assured that they could
pay for their own health care, food and attend
school.The safeguarding of orphans and vulnerable
children was enhanced by providing 151 guardians
with start-up funds to invest in income-generating
activities intended to promote sustainability and
reduce dependency. In Jarsso, a stationery shop
managed by community committees opened and
will support 30 OVCs.Vocational skills training was
offered to out-of-school youths to encourage self-
reliance.

The Professional Alliance for Development in
Ethiopia (PADET), a partner of Save the Children
Canada, initiated a sheep-fattening project to
encourage People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA)
to become self-reliant.This project will also benefit
236 children. As well, within the PADET project
area, 173 children were provided with school
supplies, clothes, shoes, nutritional support, free
medical support and legal assistance regarding
ownership of family property. Educational forums
were held to learn more about child rights and
HIV/AIDS, and as a result there has been an
increase in concern and commitment of the
community to child rights' issues.

Through the Coalition on HIV/AIDS and Youth in
Africa, eight youth-friendly centres were set up in
district hospitals to provide services to more than
1,000 young people.Also, 608 peer youth educators
and 193 health workers were trained on adolescent
reproductive health services. Behaviour change
communication (BCC) messaging was used during
outreach activities reaching 17,572 women, men,
and thousands of youth. During the awareness
raising campaigns, the project distributed protec-
tive devices including female and male condoms,
and offered voluntary counseling and training
(VCT) services. Save the Children Canada
supports and empowers groups such as People
Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) and their children
through our Total Care Initiative project.This
project has provided 119 infected parents with
antiretroviral therapy and home-based care,
succession planning, training and other necessary
tools to survive and live a positive life. A compre-
hensive package of care, including education
support, was given to 109 orphans belonging to
PLWHA groups.

Orphans and vulnerable children and youth
received assistance through the Hope for African
Children Initiative (HACI), which funds community
organizations. Save the Children Canada provided
bursaries ($200 equivalent) to about 891 youth,
so that they could pay the fees to stay in high
school. Eleven primary school classrooms were
constructed and equipped, and an Early Childhood
Development Centre was built and furnished. In
Tharaka, two school dormitories for girls were
built and one school received bed furniture.

Save the Children Canada continues to integrate
child rights programming in all its efforts. Five area
advisory committees (AAC) were established in
five districts, and 1,330 local leaders were trained
on the Kenya Children's Act, which outlaws abuse
against children, including female genital mutilation
for girls 18 years of age and younger.

Save the Children also launched an emergency
response in March to address the needs of
children affected by the drought devastating
Northeast Kenya. Learn more about the nutrition,
water, livelihoods and child protection drought
relief program under "Conflict and Disaster" on
Page 21 or on our website at www.savethechildren.ca
/wherewework/eastafrica/kenyaproject.html
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Save the Children HIV/AIDS information center

Getahun, 20, who lives in Jarso
in the eastern part of Ethiopia,
is one of the many young men
to benefit from behavioural
change training taught through
the Stepping Stones program
in partnership with Save the
Children Canada. He has since
undergone HIV testing, has a
better understanding of how
transmission occurs and no
longer engages in risky sexual
behaviour with multiple
partners. He says he is now
faithful to one partner.

Another young man to benefit
from the Stepping Stones
program is Gobeze, 20, who
lives in Kombalcha, Ethiopia.
What the program taught him
was not to fear or discrimin-
ate against people living with
HIV/AIDS. He was also en-
couraged to talk to others
about HIV and reproductive
health. Gobeze realized that
sex was an issue that con-
cerned both men and women
and he has learned to freely
and unashamedly discuss what
he had learned at Stepping
Stones with his sister, his
parents and others in the
community.



Save the Children Canada  SOUTH ASIA18

So
ut

h 
A

si
a

A boy undertakes contruction work in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India.
Save the Children Canada aims to reduce exploitative child labour and
direct children into formal education in 10 municipalities.

Save the Children Canada works in two countries in South Asia - India
and Sri  Lanka.We focus on helping governments and local organizations 
to improve basic services such as health and education, to reduce poverty
and child labour, to tackle HIV/AIDS, and to combat abuse and discrimination.
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01 INDIA

02 SRI LANKA

While certain areas of India are wealthy and have
advanced economically, the fact remains that the
majority of Indians living in rural areas are poor
and illiterate.The world's second-most populous
country is also employing the world's largest
number of child workers, estimated to be
between 10 million to 40 million.To reduce
exploitative child labour and promote education
in India's rural districts, Save the Children Canada
and its partners have provided funding to five
child-specific community development projects 
in India.

We partnered with the Apeksha Homoeo
Society, focusing on eliminating exploitative child
labour in Akola District.Working children
deprived of formal schooling are encouraged to
attend drop-in centres for alternative learning,
and those already in the rural school system are
provided with the means to stay in school and
continue with higher learning. Last year, 10 new
drop-in centres were established. As of mid-
2006, 238 children will have been enrolled in
formal schools and 44 children's groups are 
now operating in various villages.

Save the Children Canada aims to reduce the
worst forms of child labour and direct children
into formal education in 10 municipalities.This
project has been successful at institutionalizing
the concept of seasonal schools (scheduled to
accommodate crop harvesting) at the state level,
and 56 sugar factories have agreed to run these
schools.To date, 3,025 children have stopped
working, 2,317 children have continued with their
formal education, 1,002 children have completed
vocational training and 1,148 children have
participated in the Life Oriented Education 
Skills Program.

Another Save the Children Canada partner,
Swadhar, is working to address the needs of
children affected by HIV/AIDS by offering
counselling, educational, referral and nutritional
support. A centre is available to children of
sextrade workers to go for medical checkups,
obtain health supplies and nutritional support.
The centre also offers youth between the ages 
of 12 to 16, sessions on reproductive health.
To date, outreach has been provided to 317
children.

In Sri Lanka, Save the Children Canada published
the results of its research on the issue of children
living in institutional care. Of these children, the
study found that only 8% were orphans. Poverty,
desertion, war and displacement, disabilities and
the search for education were the main reasons
for the institutionalization of children.

The study further found that institutionalization
had a definitively negative impact on the
psychological and emotional well-being of
children.While voluntary guidelines for
institutions were in place there is a lack of
monitoring and adherence to these guidelines.
The findings of the research are directly
influencing Save the Children Canada's tsunami
rehabilitation programming in Sri Lanka.They 
will inform our work with local governments 
on child protection, to address the physical and
psychological harm suffered by children as a
result of the tsunami, and their increased
vulnerability to exploitation and abuse in its
aftermath.
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Satish standing with his schoolmates

A bright student, Satish, 12,
was forced to leave school
after the third grade because
his parents needed him at
home to care for his brothers
and sisters.When he wasn't at
home, Satish worked the fields
with his parents in the village
of Anbhora, located in the
Maharashtra region. In 2005,
the Apeksha Homoeo Society
(AHSO) stepped in.They
realized Satish was a capable
student and should return to
school, but the problem was
convincing his parents.They
couldn't afford to lose his
wages, but with time they
agreed that Satish should go
back to school.

At first, Satish had a difficult
time readjusting to school life
and coping with the curricu-
lum, but in no time he passed
his fourth-grade exams with
flying colours and graduated
to the fifth grade. Satish, one
of the best students among
this classmates, has made his
uneducated parents proud.
He also unselfishly shares his
knowledge with his mother
and father and helps his
younger siblings with their
studies.

Last summer, Save the Children Canada was
quick to respond when unprecedented rain fell
on Mumbai and the rest of Maharashtra state on
July 26, 2005. Close to1,000 people died and a
vast amount of property was destroyed. Save 
the Children Canada provided relief supplies 
to 2,245 families.This included food, clothing,
blankets and plastic sheets. Notebooks and
school bags were supplied to 1,330 children 
and health camps were held for 3,645 people.
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Save the Children Canada contributed significantly to Save the Children Alliance
emergency responses around the world in the past year.The following is a
summary of these interventions.

Heavy rainfall caused severe
flash floods in several regions of Bolivia in early
2006. Most of the rivers of the Amazon basin
overflowed, causing serious damage to houses,
crops, roads and other basic infrastructure.
Many families' homes were damaged and
rendered uninhabitable, and livelihoods were
ruined.The destruction of roads and other
infrastructure increased families' vulnerability, as

getting help to them was even more difficult.
Families explained to Save the Children that
their main priorities were to recover their
farmland, prevent and treat diseases that quickly
began to appear (malaria, dengue, typhoid fever
and others) and ensure their children were able
to continue their schooling.To accomplish this
they were in dire need of tools, seeds, medicines,
mosquito nets and school materials.Training was

needed to address the reconstruction of their
communities and to prevent future emergencies.
Save the Children secured resources from the
European Union to address these needs. Save
the Children moved quickly into Amazon jungle
areas, providing food commodities (wheat flour,
cornmeal, lentils, chickpeas and soy blend), jerry
cans for water, personal hygiene kits for 3,614
families, school supply kits and medicine.

Since March 2005, Ethiopia
has been overwhelmed by worsening food
insecurity, rapidly increasing malnutrition rates,
distress migration, and inclement weather. On
May 4, 2005, the Government of Ethiopia and 
the U.N. estimated that 3.8 million people would
require emergency food assistance that year.
Despite high levels of emergency assistance,
chronic and acute food insecurity continues in

BOLIVIA ETHIOPIA
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Ethiopia. More than two million people in Ethiopia
depend on direct food assistance from donors
even during good harvest years. Save the Children
received funding from CIDA to treat 1,600 severely
malnourished children and 4,000 moderately
malnourished children in East Harerge, Ethiopia by
providing access to therapeutic feeding assistance.
The project will increase the capacity of Ministry
of Health staff to manage and prevent malnutrition
and in the long term, will contribute toward a
better understanding of the prevalence and causes
of malnutrition in the region.This project is under-
way and will be implemented by a Save the
Children partner, the International Medical Corps.

Guatemala was struck by
Hurricane Stan on October 3, 2005 causing
flooding, mudslides/landslides, destruction of roads
and bridges, and loss of lives and assets across
thousands of kilometres.With funds from individual
donors, Save the Children Canada was able to
contribute to the provision of 89 temporary family
shelter units, coordination with local authorities to
ensure trash pick-up services, the testing of water
quality at the shelters on a weekly basis, and the
provision of support by government psychologists
to children living in shelters. Save the Children
initiated an education program on water use and
essential sanitation practices, and worked with
volunteer youth to identify and mark with flags all
areas in the shelters deemed unsafe for children.
We worked closely with communities to create
work plans to address future challenges, such as
reducing fire hazards in the shelters.

Inadequate rainfall in 2005 resulted
in total crop failure in 37 districts in Kenya with
approximately 3.5 million people requiring food
assistance, including 500,000 children.The drought
has resulted in very poor pasture and water
availability, having a severe impact on livestock
health and milk production for household
members and, most critically, young children.
Large numbers of livestock have died and others
have been taken away from homesteads by male
family members in search of pasture, leaving
women and children with minimal sources of
support. It has also created many threats to
children's protection, from their physical well-being

to their ability to attend school and refrain from
engaging in dangerous labour to support their families.

Save the Children Canada is responding to the
needs of children in Kenya through a nine-month
program, delivering age-appropriate nutrition for
children under five years of age, supplementary
nutrition for pregnant and lactating women, repair
and rehabilitation of community and school water
sources, health care for severely and moderately
malnourished children, and child protection
services.The program has received funding from a
number of government donors, including CIDA, as
well as from other Alliance member organizations
and individual donors. Save the Children Canada's
more than twenty years in Kenya, which have
fostered strong working relationships with
communities, children and local government
authorities, is an important factor in responding 
to this crisis with a view to the longterm recovery
of communities and well-being of children.

On October 8, 2005
an earthquake along the border between Pakistan
and India killed an estimated 75,000 people and
levelled communities across a 12,000-square-mile
region.Almost three million people were left
homeless, and entire communities lost their
means of livelihood. Children who survived lost
family members and some were separated from
their families. Many sustained injuries that required
short and long term treatment, lost friends and
play spaces, and were left without shelter, food
rations, schools, medical attention, and
psychosocial support.

The International Save the Children Alliance
deployed teams to the field immediately, assessing
damage and planning for relief and longer-term
rehabilitation. Save the Children Canada secured
funds from CIDA to reach 3,600 beneficiaries,
including 2,400 children, in 16 villages and hamlets
in Baramulla district, India, with tents, tarpaulins,
blankets and clothing. Despite the many security
and transportation challenges of working in
mountainous areas near the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir, Save the Children staff and
volunteers were able to reach all targeted villages.

Save the Children also provided life-saving shelter
relief in the earthquake-affected areas of Pakistan.
Save the Children targeted the first distributions
towards vulnerable families living at the highest
altitudes, working downwards into the valleys. Kits
of essential household items, including a stove,
warm clothing, hygiene items and cooking utensils,
were provided.The project provided 923 shelter
kits, 2,078 household kits and 2,926 plastic sheets.
Save the Children as an Alliance has helped more
than 26,000 earthquake-affected families in
Pakistan survive the winter.

With funds donated by individual Canadians and
matched by additional funds provided by CIDA
as well as the Government of Ontario, Save the
Children Canada will be supporting longer-term
rehabilitation in Pakistan, focused on the emergency
education needs of children.The goal of this
project is to ensure that 20,000 girls and boys
affected by the earthquake in Batagram district
have access to education, structured play, psycho-
logical support and protection services to aid in
their recovery.

Sudan has been severely challenged
by conflict since independence in 1956. During
the 1983-2003 civil war between the north and
the south, more than two million people died in
South Sudan alone (a quarter of them children),
and another 70,000 have lost their lives in the
recent conflict in Darfur. In addition, there has
been widespread degradation of the environ-
ment, human rights abuses and displacement 
of about 5.65 million people.

Save the Children Canada has been providing
ongoing aid to the children of Sudan.With
support from CIDA, this year in Khartoum our
program helped 13,000 internally displaced
children (7,552 boys and 5,448 girls) in 15
primary schools, 1,900 working children in catch-
up education evening classes, and 544 teachers.

In Darfur, Save the Children has endeavoured to
significantly reduce the maternal morbidity among
women in the camps by providing reproductive
health services.This critically important project,
funded by CIDA, directly served 75,000

beneficiaries this year alone. Save the Children
established two Emergency Obstetrics Units and
refurbished and supplied 10 Primary Reproductive
Health Units. More than 5,000 clean delivery kits
were distributed to pregnant women in the
camps, and almost 200 midwives and traditional
birth attendants received training.Almost 30,000
antenatal visits were made to new mothers.

Hurricane Katrina's path of devastation
through New Orleans, southern Louisiana and
Mississippi last fall has been well documented.
More than 1 million people-including more than
300,000 children - were forced from their homes
in the greatest forced migration of U.S. families
since the Great Depression. Canadian donors
have helped in meeting children's needs in the
aftermath.We have contributed to reconstruc-
tion, training for teachers and social workers in
psycho-social structured activities for children,
and have established day care, after-school
programs and safe play spaces.

Save the Children completed the first five of 
20 planned temporary camp assessments in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. Disturbing
trends emerged, and child protection issues
relating to education, health and overall safety
were seen throughout. Serious protection
concerns included the lack of any safe play 
areas or green spaces for children, a lack of safe
recreational opportunities or after school
activities for children and teens, and limited
transportation access to health care and
humanitarian assistance. Barriers to education
such as transportation, stigmatization of evacuee
children and high dropout rates have been noted,
as has been cases of sexual abuse, domestic
violence, and the presence of sex offenders/
potential sexual predators. Save the Children 
met with a company that had developed a
master plan for transitional housing sites.The 
plan, which included green spaces, laundries and
other features to protect children and enhance
evacuees' quality of life, was largely ignored.
Save the Children is working closely with a wide
range of community groups, organizations and
government bodies in this emergency response,
and has opened an office in New Orleans.
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Left: Sudan  Suewad Ahmed with her sister
Majida, is seen by a Save the Children medical
staff member at Tawila Town clinic.

Right: In Biari village, Pakistan, Saima opens
the household kit her family received from
Save the Children following the earthquake.

Far Right: USA 9 year-old Ashanti Conerly
stands with his grandmother Alfreida Magee 
in front of their home.They were home when
Hurricane Katrina dropped a tree on the house.
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Banda Aceh, Indonesia: Children take time out to enjoy dance
activities at Lambaro Skep barracks, transitional shelters built in
one of the hardest hit areas of the Tsunami.

The earthquake that created the world's largest
tsunami on December 26, 2004 devastated lives and
communities around the Indian Ocean. In early
January 2005, the Canadian government named Save
the Children Canada as one of its partners to work
with in the tsunami-affected region, because of our
on-the-ground presence and established global
capacity to deliver aid. We immediately began

helping children and their families by providing the
necessities of life, with Canadian donations directed
to Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and India.

Save the Children Canada received $5.3 million in a
combination of private donations, Canadian govern-
ment matching funds, and corporate gifts.The over-
whelming generosity of Canadians meant that there

was sufficient funding to address the immediate
needs of survivors. In the following months it
ensured we could deliver medical supplies,
temporary water and housing supplies, and
adequate sanitation facilities that helped to 
divert a subsequent disaster caused by disease.



Funding from the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) to Save the Children Canada provided resources for
immediate debris clearing and shelter rebuilding in the districts
of Batticaloa, Ampara and Jaffna in Sri Lanka. Forty-nine beaches,
21 roads and 1,268 coastal homes were cleared of mud and
rubble. In Jaffna, we funded the building of 15 temporary shelters,
one tube well and one children's play area in Point Pedro. In
subsequent months, we began rebuilding 13 schools in the
Jaffna region which will benefit over 6,000 children who have
been receiving their education in temporary camps provided
by Save the Children.With CIDA support, Save the Children
Canada also provided 34,271 families in nine districts of
Indonesia with household kits that included blankets, jerry
cans, cookware, mosquito nets and repellent, hygiene products,
and other household necessities.

In India, Save the Children Canada found more than 8,000
children and their families across 26 villages in the hard-hit
region of Tamil Nadu were in desperate need of help. Our
survey and focus groups identified 300 orphans and categor-
ized their needs.With donations from the Canadian public and
CIDA, we provided 20 trained Child Development Facilitators
to begin the long process of providing children with psychoso-
cial activities to help them express their fears and grief, and
organized health camps to provide medical assistance to
thousands of families. A centre has been opened to provide
physical and psychological support for women and children,
and more than 3,000 women from vulnerable and margin-
alized families have participated in Self Help Groups that 
focus primarily on leadership training and income generation
activities. In addition, support from a Canadian company has
been allocated to the construction of 6 Child Resource
Centres, an important initiative which is highlighted in the 
case study to the right.

For tsunami-affected areas in Sri Lanka, Save the Children
Canada has been developing a multi-year rehabilitation project
in close collaboration with affected communities, local
government officials, and Save the Children in Sri Lanka.
This project will provide support to children affected by the
tsunami, such as those who have lost one or both parents, or
whose families' livelihoods have been threatened or destroyed.
The goal of the project is to strengthen and expand local
government programming in child protection to address the
physical and psychological harm suffered by children as a
result of the tsunami, as well as their increased vulnerability 
to exploitation and abuse in its aftermath.This will be
achieved by strengthening communities and government
personnel and structures with the capacity and tools
necessary to meet the needs of tsunami-affected children,
and through evidence-based child protection policy reform.
Beneficiaries of this project will include 2,500 tsunami-affected
children and their families in three districts of Sri Lanka.

The International Save the Children Alliance raised more than
US $261 million, supported more than 625,000 survivors and
is well into an extensive, five-year rehabilitation program in
Indonesia, India and Sri Lanka.We are helping to protect
children across the tsunami-affected region, and to rebuild
communities and livelihoods.

Save the Children Canada will continue to address the critical
needs of children and their families in the tsunami region over
the next three years. Our commitment to these communities,
on behalf of all Canadians, is that we will stay with them to
ensure that children, who have been made most vulnerable 
by this disaster, will have a brighter future.We thank our
supporters who have enabled us to deliver immediate
improvements to children's lives in this region.

In Cuddalore district (one of the most affected
districts in Southern India), Child Resource
Centres cater to multidimensional needs of the
community with a primary focus on children post-
tsunami.The centres are located in six villages and
offer pre-school for children aged three to five,
evening school centres focused on child-centered
education and the physical and psychological well-
being of the children, space for livelihood training
and meetings, and disaster preparedness training.
The Child Resource Centres will have a sustainable
impact in the villages, as they are developed,
operated and governed by the local children and
community members.

Village children are the primary designers.The
design process includes consultation with the
community and children aged 5-18 years, and the
formation of Children's Clubs.The Children's
Clubs have the opportunity to interactively design
not only the structure and the make-up of the
building, but also the programs and activities that
take place there. The structures are earthquake-
proof and cyclone-resistant, as the construction
area is prone to these kinds of natural disasters.
The structures use low-cost materials that are
easily available and wherever possible, eco-friendly.
Construction is in progress and the centres are
expected to be ready for use during the academic
year of 2006.

This important project has been made possible
with the financial support of a Canadian company,
HATCH.We have partnered with a local community-
based organization,The Association for Sarva Seva
Farms (ASSEFA), and a Canadian non-governmental
organization,The International Institute for Child
Rights in Development (IICRD), in implementing
this project.

Child Resource Centres, IndiaFor Tsunami updates check: www.savethechildren.ca/whatwedo/crisis/global_response.html
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Sri Lanka: Primary school children in an area affected by 
the tsunami eagerly return to their classes and daily routine.

India: A teacher with children in the neighbourhood 
of Salt Road, Nagapattinam.
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Save the Children Canada greatly
appreciates the contributions of our
remarkable donors which include
children and adults, schools and
corporations, individuals, colleagues,
families and communities from across
the country.We would also like to
specifically thank and recognize the
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) which supports our
programs around the world.

On behalf of all of the children that
Save the Children Canada works with,
both on an emergency and long-term
basis, we extend to you our heartfelt
thanks.

$100,000 and more

7-Eleven Canada Inc.
Hatch Ltd.

$25,000 - $99,999

Mrs. Jocelyn N. Braithwaite
Edelman Canada
Green Shield Benefits Association
IKEA
Kit Limited Partnership
PennCorp Life Insurance Company
Mr. Hugh R. Snyder
Standard Radio Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999

Mr. & Mrs. George B. Bowers
Charton-Hobbs Inc.
CIBC Communications and Public Affairs
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd.
Mr. & Mrs. David B. MacFarlane
Pickering College
Royal Bank of Canada 
Smith & Nephew Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada

$1,000 - $9,999

Mr. Ranjan Acharya
Ms. Margaret J.Ackerman
Mr. R. J.Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E.Agg
Mr. Shahida Ahmed
Amex Canada Inc.
Mr. Jason Andrews
AOL Canada Inc.
Miss Frances Armstrong
Mrs. Barbara Atkins

Axis Pharmacy Inc.
Miss Margaret Bates
Mr.Thomas C. Baycroft
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Eades Bentley
Mr. Sébastien Berthelet
Mr. R.Alfred Best
Mr. Shafeeq A. Bhatti
Bicklette Ltd.
Ms. Joan M. Bigwood
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Bishop
Mr. Herbert R. Bolz
Dr.Amy Borkent
Ms. Stephanie Boyle
Mrs. Daphne E. Bradford
The Bradstreet Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. George Braun
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Brierley
Dr.William H. Brooks
Mr. Darrel Brown
Mr. & Mrs.Theodore J. Bruseker
Ms. Susan Bryson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Burgess
Mr. Earl Burke
Mrs. Maxine Cabush
Calgary Woodcreek Lions Club
Cambrian Heights School
CanadaHelps.Org
Canadian Multicultural Radio 

FM 101.3
Canadian Tire Foundation for
Families
CareerQuest Inc.
Ms. Gretta Chambers
Charities Aid Foundation America
Charles A. Kirkland Elementary

School
Mr. Shiu Lun Choi
Mr. & Mrs. Gary K. Christie
Clarity Systems Limited
Ms. Sylvia Clegg

Brian J. Colburn & Georgia Fenech
Ms.Alison L. Connolly
Cooper Industries (Canada) Ltd.
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis H. Covill
Dr. Edgar R. Cowtan
Ms. Catherine E. Cragg
Mr. Harold Crawford
Mrs. Mildred Creech
Mrs. Margaret F. Cross
Miss E. Jean Curtis
Mr. John E. Dalton
Mr. James C. Davies
Mr.Alceo Deanna
Devon Gardens Elementary School
Dr. Shashi B. Dewan
Mr.Alfred Dibb
Mr. & Mrs. John Donovan
Dr. Donald E. Douglas
Dr. Janet E. Green Inc.
Dr. Robert J. Price Inc.
Cmdr. & Mrs. Jan J. Drent
M. Jean-Paul Dubreuil
Mrs. Sylvia Grace Duff
Duncan Elementary School
Mr. J. Donald Dupuis
Ms.Anna Durocher
Ecole Leila North Community School
Edith Lando Charitable Foundation
The Edwards Family Charitable

Foundation 
Mrs. H. E. Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Eifler
EnCana Cares Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP
Ethiopian Association in Toronto 

Relief Fund
Fastforms Inc.
Dr. & Mrs.William P. Fay
Ms. Elizabeth A. Fendley
Ms. Mary Ferracin

Ms. Sarah R. Fife
Miss Hazel Fletcher
Fondation Edward Assh
Mr. Harvey Ford
Dr. Ralph Donald Fram
Mr. Gordon A. Frost
Mr. David Garner
Ms. Edith Gear
George Brown College Student

Association
Dr. Martin Schreiber & 

Dr. Jeannette Goguen
Mrs. Lily Gorrie
Dr. Kerr Graham
Mrs. Nita Graham
Mr. & Mrs.W. James Grainger
Mr. & Mrs. John Grant
Grimsby Secondary School
Mrs. Joanne B. Guile
Ms. Elizabeth Haan
Ms. Pirkko Halonen
Mrs. Margaret L. Hamilton
Mr. Daniel Hampson
Mrs. Mary G. Hampson
Mrs.Aileen Harmon
Dr. R.A. Harpur & 

Ms. Deborah S. Brown
Hazel Bradley Investment Corp. Ltd.
Ms. Martha Lou Henley
Herbalife International 

Family Foundation
Mr. Leo Herman
Dr. Mark K. Heule
Mr. Bruce A. Hicks
Holy Trinity School
Mr. &  Mrs.William E. & Jessie Hope
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Horner
Dr. Mel U. Hosain
Mrs. Norma Howard
Howick Foundation

Howson & Howson Ltd.
Mr. Bruce R. Howson
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Howson
Ms. E. Lois Hubert
Mrs. Kelly Hudson
Ms. Janet E. Hutchison
IBM Employees' Charitable Fund
INCO Limited
India Association of Manitoba Inc.
ING Direct
Mr.William L. Irving
Mrs. Margaret Isberg
The Islamic Education Foundation of

Manitoba
Mr. John Ivison
J.H. Bruns Collegiate
J. E. Hastings Limited
Mr. Mark Jarvis
Dr. Richard E. Jarvis
John W. Casanave Memorial Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Johnston
Mr. Robert Johnston
Justin & Elizabeth Lang Foundation
Ms. Rita S. Karakas
Mr. Derek Kingston
Ms. Susan Knowler
Mr.Thomas Kocsis
Mr. Otto W. Koentopp
Mr. & Mrs. Gerhard Krapf
Mr.W. Hou Kwong
La Fondation de Bienfaisance T.A.

St-Germain
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence Lam
Mrs. Betty E. Lamble
Dr. Jocelyne S. Lapointe
Mr.Yves Bruno Lavallee
Lawrence Park Community Church
Ms. Eugenia Lazure
Mr. Eric Leger
Mr. Bruce Lemer

Save the Children Canada
builds partnerships with
companies who are committed
to assisting children both in
Canada and abroad. Our
partner, Axis Pharmacy Inc., a
group of 35 independent drug
stores in Ontario, "believes in
doing business with a social
conscience".Through their Axis
Pharmacy Charity Fund (APCF)
they contributed generously to
Save the Children Canada's
emergency relief efforts since
2004, providing assistance for
children affected by the Indian
Ocean tsunami, the Pakistan
earthquake, and the more

recent earthquake in Indonesia.
When asked why Axis supports
Save the Children Canada, Zahir
Bhanji, the Vice-President of Axis
Pharmacy Inc. states, "We admire
their commitment to improving
children's lives not only in the
face of an immediate disaster,
but also in the long-term by
investing in sustainable develop-
ment that benefits children".

IKEA, a leading home furnishings
retailer with 193 stores in 23
countries world wide, is an
organization with a strong sense
of corporate social responsibility.
The company has had a relation-
ship with the International Save
the Children Alliance since 2000.
During the 2005 holiday season,
Save the Children and IKEA
collaborated on their first-ever
joint campaign. As part of this
campaign, IKEA agreed to do-
nate 1 Euro for every soft toy
bought in an IKEA store world-
wide, to child protection and
education programs in Asia and
Europe.The joint campaign

raised over 1.9 million Euros
(over $2.7 million CAD) for
children around the world.
In Canada, IKEA stores raised
more than $55,000 for Save 
the Children Canada.We are
delighted with the overwhelming
success of this campaign.

Axis Pharmacy Inc. "A corporation with a conscience"  IKEA  "$1 is a fortune…A Child's Smile is Worth So Much"    
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Mr. Rolland Lemire
Mr. Robert S. Leon
Mrs. John Andrew Leslie
Miss Dorothy Lidbetter
Mr. John Liver
Ms. Jennifer Low
Mr. Edward Luca
M M S Enterprises Corp.
Mr. James MacDonald
Mr. John MacDonald
MacFarlane-Christie Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David L. MacLeod
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Malcolm
Mr.W.A. Manford
Maple Ridge Church of Christ
Ms. Ida Massullo
Mr. Ian G. Matthew
C.Andrew & Louise McAskile
Mr. John Worton & Mrs. Jean McBean
Mr. St. Clair McCabe
Mrs. E. Joan McConnell
Ms. Barbara McGregor
Mrs. Sandy Gail McIntyre
Mrs. Patricia McManus
Micro Consulting Inc.
Mr. Ron R. Miller
Ronald & Carla Miller
Ms. Karen M. Moore
Mr.Andrew Munro
Mr. Laurence Murphy
Mrs. Mildred G. Murray
Mr. Robert J Myers
Nahani Way Public School
Mr. & Mrs. Brian R. Neal
Dr. Colin Nelson
Nexen Inc.
Nickle Family Foundation
NOR-AM Patient Care Products Ltd. -

Employees
Northlea Elementary & Middle School

Oasis Foundation
Ms. Mary O'Brien
Mr. Ian Oldridge
Mr. John O'Neill
OPG Employees' & Pensioners' 

Charity Trust
Mr. Jacob Orbach
Prof. E. M. Orsten
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
Mr. David H. Palmer
Dr. & Mrs. S. R. Pancham
Park Street School
Mrs. Barbara Parke
Mrs. Genevieve Patterson
Mr. David Paul
Ms. Brigitte Penzendorfer
Mr. Frederick W. Philpot
Dr. E. M. Pilarski & Dr. E. L. Pilarski

Pirie Foundation
Power Corporation of Canada
Dr. Carlos G. Prado
Mr. Michael Prout
Province of Manitoba - All Charities

Campaign
Mr. Michael A. Quinn
RBC Foundation
Remedy Resource Consultants Ltd.
Reservoir Group Inc.
Ms. Beatrice W. Riddell
Robert Little Public School
Ms. Florence E. Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald Rowe
Ms. Doreen E. Rutherford
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Sachs
Sacred Heart School of Halifax
Mr. John Salo
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Sandercock
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sandercock
Saugeen District Secondary School

Save the Children - Sunshine Coast
Save The Children - University of

Guelph
Save the Children - Vancouver 2
Ms. Louise Schaap
Mr. Philip C. Schell
Miss Margrit L. Schuster
Mr. & Mrs.Andre Schwarz
Mr. Douglas Scott
Mr. Ernest Scott
Ms. Prasanna Selliah
Mr. David Sharkoff
Miss Lenore Sheehan
Mr. & Mrs.Waris Shere
Shire BioChem Inc.
Dr. Margaret Shirley
Sikh Society of Manitoba Inc.
Dr. Peter Silverstone
Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board
Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese 

of London
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald M. Sliva
Mr. & Mrs.Wayne M. Snell
Mrs. Cleone Sorensen
Mr. Srinath Srivatsavan & 

Mrs. Ushachree Balla
St Anthony Catholic School
St Francis of Assisi Elementary School
St Mary's Elementary School
St. John the Baptist Anglican Church
Standard Radio Inc.
Dr. Elwood W. Stringam
Mr. Kenneth Suelzle
Mr. Richard Sugarman
Summerland United Church
Suncor Energy Foundation
Talbots
Mrs. Berys M.Taylor
Ms. Su Lin Taylor

Ms. Helen Ternier
The Arts Project
The John Brouwer Foundation
The Walker Lynch Foundation
Mr. Gordon Thompson
Tipaskan School
Toronto District School Board
Dr. J. M.Trainor
Turnbull Learning Centre
Dr. Sophie Turner-Gomes
United Way of Halifax Region
United Way/Centraide Ottawa
University of Alberta - English
Department
University of Saskatchewan
University of Victoria
Valley View Elementary School
Mr. & Mrs.Willem Van Iterson
Vancouver Foundation
Mr. Ronald Verbrugge
M. Paul Vezina
VISA Canada Association
Ms. Paddy Wales
Warburg School
Ms. Frances Warburton
Waterstone Human Capital Ltd.
WB Family Foundation,The
Wejgwapniag School
D. & T.White
Whitecap Books Ltd.
Mr. John E.Whitworth
Mr. Bill Wilkins
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Wilkinson
Dr. Deanne Williams
Ms. Florence Wilton
Mr. Sam Neal Winberg
Mrs.Yvonne Wise
Mr. Kenneth F.Wolno
Ms. Xania Wong

Dr. & Mrs. David M.Woods
World Vision Canada
Ms. Lorna R.Wytenbroek
YWCA International Boutique

Bequests

Estate of Glena Milward Aylsworth
Estate of Dorothy Bergstrom
Estate of Dorothy Erma Bilger
Estate of Mildred A. Botwright
Estate of Donald John Alexander Bremner
Estate of Betty Lorraine Carnie
Estate of Philip Moore Chapman
Estate of Russell Eugene Coles
Estate of Joyce Cunningham
Estate of Alexandra Bernice Forsyth
Estate of Harriet Jean Gourley
Estate of Katharine Johnston Lamont
Estate of Annie Ferne Ledgett
Estate of Spurgeon Legrow
Estate of Mildred Amelia Maltby
Estate of Louis Frederick McCartney
Estate of Robert Sheldon McCutcheon
Estate of Doris Lorraine Marie McDonald
Estate of Mildred Florence McTeer
Estate of Elziena Van Oostenbrugge
Estate of Josephine Evelyn Pitt
Estate of Mary Winnifred Porter
Estate of William Thompson Smith
Estate of Edith Alice Snyder
Estate of John Lawrence Specht
Estate of Eleanor May Steel
Estate of Nancy Martha Warren
Estate of Jeannie Moir Werklund

Volunteers play an important role at Save the
Children Canada. Fifteen years ago, Save the
Children Canada established a program called
the Minkha Women's Knitting Co-operative in
Bolivia. Building upon a well-established Bolivian
tradition of hand-knitting, cooperative members
knit beautiful alpaca sweaters, which are sub-
sequently marketed and sold by volunteers
both in Canada and the US. Since the early
1990's, our volunteer group in Calgary co-
ordinated sweater sales for the women's
cooperative. Four years ago, Bev Edwards-
Sawatzky organized a group of 15 volunteers
in Edmonton to sell the Minkha sweaters.
The Edmonton group presently sells about 
600 knitted garments a year and has raised
approximately $220,000.

The Minkha Women's Knitting Co-operative
A True Success Story   

Since 1997, Rose Avenue Public
School (RAPS), a downtown
inner-city school located in
Toronto, has contributed to
Save the Children Canada.
The Grade 5/6 initiative to raise
money began with posting a
large paper tree on the school
wall on Valentine's Day. The
students then cut out coloured
hearts and sold them to other
students, who wrote messages
on the valentines and attached
them to the tree. In February,
the students managed to raise
over $380. According to
Maureen McCrae, one of the

teachers who has been
involved in the project for a
number of years, not only does
the tree project help raise
money for children overseas,
but it gives RAPS children a
sense of accomplishment.
Even though these children
don't have a lot of money,
they still help others in need.

"From our Heart to Yours"
Valentine Tree Project Lets Inner City Kids Help Others
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Condensed Statement of Financial Position
as at March 31, 2006 and 2005
ALL FIGURES IN CANADIAN DOLLARS

ASSETS
Cash and other working capital
Long term investments
Capital Assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Deferred revenue

NET ASSETS
General Fund
Reserve Fund

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Condensed Statement of Operations 
and Changes in Net Assets
For the years ended March 31, 2006 and 2005

REVENUES
Donations
Grants
Bequests
Interest and other income
Total Revenues

PROGRAM EXPENSES
International
Canadian

OPERATING AND OTHER EXPENSES
Fundraising
General administration
Amortization

Total Expenses

Excess of Revenue over Expenses

FUND BALANCES
Beginning of year
End of year

2005

7,239,744 
—

246,215 
7,485,959

754,088
5,803,547 

6,557,635 

236,022 
692,302 

928,324 
7,485,959

3,708,166
12,693,216 

301,414
48,495 

16,751,291 

13,725,216 
205,554 

13,930,770 

1,318,611 
1,150,664 

133,744 
2,603,019 

16,533,789 

217,502

710,822 
928,324 

2006

6,485,343 
652,092 
215,360 

7,352,795

511,558
5,936,510 

6,448,068 

147,324 
757,403 

904,727 
7,352,795

3,305,380
11,207,447 

521,874 
122,349 

15,157,050 

12,384,726 
190,492 

12,575,218 

1,351,734 
1,112,056 

141,639 
2,605,429 

15,180,647 

(23,597)

928,324 
904,727 

Save the Children Canada achieved a small deficit in
fiscal 2006, almost balancing revenues and expenses.
Undesignated cash has remained stable at over $1.0
million out of the total cash and working capital of 
$6.5 million. Revenues for the fiscal year totaled $15.2
million, a decline of 10 per cent, which included all
restricted and non-restricted sources.

Government and international grant support for
programs decreased by 12 per cent from last year,
totaling $11.2 million. The decrease is attributed to
lower funding from international sources, partially
offset by an increase of 18 per cent in funding from
the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA).

Fundraised revenue and bequests declined by 5 per
cent in 2006, totalling $3.8 million. The decline is
attributed primarily to decreased corporate
partnership and major gift donations.

During the year, program spending decreased 10 per
cent in line with program funding, while spending on
operating and other expenses remained constant.

Net assets decreased slightly as a result of the current
year's financial performance.

Full financial statements, audited by Deloitte & Touche,
LLP Chartered Accountants, are available upon request
by calling 1-800-668-5036.

Karin Dschankilic
Director of Finance and Administration

International Program

Fundraising

Administration

Canadian Program

Grants

Donations

Bequests

Interest and other income

11,207,447 

3,305,380 

521,874 

122,349 
15,157,050 

HOW WE SPEND OUR MONEY

WHERE OUR MONEY GOES

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM

12,384,726 

1,351,734 

1,253,695 

190,492

15,180,647 

3,101,564 

2,590,691 

2,064,281

1,968,702

1,211,356 

781,717 

666,415 

190,492 
12,575,218

East Africa

West Africa

South America

India/Asia

Program Management

Central America

Caribbean

Canada
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Canadian Association for Family Resources
Canadian International Development Agency
Government of the United States (US Department of Labor)
Ministry of The Attorney General - Ontario Victims Services Secretariat
Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation (SCIC)
Save the Children Finland
Save the Children Netherlands
Save the Children New Zealand
Save the Children Norway
Save the Children Sweden
Save the Children UK
UNICEF

Government and Non-governmental
Contributors

Ashok Athavale
William Chambers, President
Jocelyne Côté-O'Hara
Paul Edmondson
David Hoff
Dan Legault
Colleen McEdwards
Catherine Mitchell
Robert J. Myers,Vice-President
Lauren Snyder-Gault
Deborah Turnbull,Treasurer

Board of Directors

British Columbia
Duncan
Richmond
Sechelt
Sidney
Vancouver

Alberta
Calgary
Edmonton

Saskatchewan
Battlefords
Prince Albert
Regina
Saskatoon
Swift Current

Manitoba
Brandon

Ontario
Cornwall
Guelph
Kingston
Ottawa
St. Catharines
Thunder Bay
Windsor

Quebec
Montreal

New Brunswick
Moncton

Nova Scotia
Halifax

University Clubs
McGill University, Quebec
University of Guelph, Ontario
University of Western Ontario
York University, Ontario

Volunteer Branches

Rita S. Karakas - Chief Executive Officer
Karin Dschankilic - Director of Finance and Administration
Nadine Grant - Director of Business Development & Knowledge Management
Andrew Ignatieff - Director of Programs
David Spedding - Director of Philanthropy

Management Team

Patricia Erb Delfín - Bolivia, Peru, Colombia
Krishnamurthy Vaidyanathan - India
Maryse Guimond - West Africa
Argentina Martinez - Nicaragua
Mathenge John Munene - Kenya
Janet Bauman - Haiti
Feleke Tadele - Ethiopia

Regional and Country Directors

Save the Children Canada

Save the Children US
Mimmo Frassineti/AGF/pg.8
Michael Bisceglie/pg.2/pg.17

Save the Children UK
Tom Pietrasik/covers/pg.23 left
Stephen Morrison/pg.16
Stuart Freedman/pg.18
Atul Loke/pg.20
Caroline Irby/pg.21 left
Erica Ahmed/pg.21 right
Susan Warner/pg.21 far right
Teri Pengilley/pg.22/pg.23 right
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4141 Yonge Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario
M2P 2A8
Toll free: 1.800.668.5036
Telephone: 416.221.5501
Fax: 416.221.8214
www.savethechildren.ca
sccan@savethechildren.ca
Charitable Registration Number: 10795 8621 RR0001
Supported by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

OUR MISSION
Save the Children fights for children's rights.We
deliver immediate and lasting improvements to
children's lives worldwide.

OUR VISION
Save the Children works for:
a world that respects and values each child
a world that listens to children and learns
a world where all children have hope and opportunity

Save the Children Canada is a member of the
International Save the Children Alliance.With 28
members and operational programs in over 110
countries, the Alliance is the world's largest global
movement for children.


